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Message Text 


050017 271228Z/53 

R 270009Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS STATE 162703 

FOR CONSUL GENERAL ZACHARY FROM ACTING ASSTSEC VINE 

E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: GR, EAID, CASC 

SUBJECT: EARTHQUAKE - GREECE 

I WISH TO COMMEND THE CONSULATE GENERAL ON ITS RESPONSE 
UNDER TRYING CIRCUMSTANCES TO THE SITUATION CREATED BY THE 
RECENT EARTHQUAKE IN NORTHERN GREECE. THE WILLINGNESS OF 
YOU AND YOUR STAFF AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK TO SPEND LONG 
HOURS DEALING WITH A VARIETY OF VITAL TASKS WAS IN THE 
FINEST TRADITION OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE. THE CONSULATE'S 
RAPID AND COMPREHENSIVE REPORTING ALLOWED THE DEPARTMENT 
TO RESPOND TO NUMEROUS ANXIOUS INQUIRIES FROM THE CONGRESS 
AND CONCERNED RELATIVES AND FRIENDS OF AMERICANS TRAVELING 
OR RESIDING IN GREECE. WE IN EUR STAND READY TO HELP IN 
ANY WAY AS YOU ATTEMPT TO GET THE BUILDING BACK INTO SHAPE 
AND MOVE TOWARD RESUMPTION OF YOUR NORMAL ACTIVITIES . 
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